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1 INTRODUCTION  
1.1 Background 

Housing is a basic and fundamental human need. Today, there is a virtual housing crisis in the 
country. Rapid population growth, overcrowding, shortage of supply, aging housing stock, development of 
slums and Katchi , sera city of land and lack of financial resources has further aggravated the 
situation. 

Pakistan is the seventh-most populist country in the world. According to the 2017 census, its 
population is 207.7 million and has grown at the rate of 2.4 percent per year in the intercensal period. Its 
urban population, on the other hand, has grown at the rate of 2.7 percent per year during the same period 
and is estimated at 75.5 million. According to the 2017 census, total number of housing units throughout 
the country was 32.2 million. 63.6% housing was in rural areas and 36.4% in urban areas. 

As per Provisional results of 2017 census, the urban population shows a growing trend with 36.4% 
of the population living in urban areas. The comparative position of Provinces and Areas shows similar 
trend in urban population with a slightly higher increase in Punjab. On the other hand, a significant 
decrease has been observed in the percentage of Urban population in Islamabad Capital Territory  
which gone down from 65.72% to 50.58%, indicating that growth occurred in the rural areas of Islamabad. 
Amongst the provinces, Punjab is the most urbanized province, where 52.02% population lives in Urban 
areas. 

Federal Government Employees Housing Foundation (FGEHF) was established as a cell in Ministry 
of Housing & Works in 1989 and on 26th March 1990 it was registered as a guarantee limited company with 
Securities & Exchange Commission of Pakistan under section 42 of Companies Ordinance 1984. The 
erstwhile Federal Government Employees Housing Foundation has been established as Federal 
Government Employees Housing Authority (FGEHA) through Ordinance promulgated on 12th July, 2019 by 
the President. Purpose of FGEHA is to initiate, launch, sponsor and implement housing schemes for Federal 
Government Employees on ownership basis in all major cities of Pakistan to eradicate shelter in Federal 
Government Employees and to make and assist as far as possible each of them to have a house at the time 
of retirement or earlier. 

FGEHA allotted 22,642 number of units to its members from 1989 to 2013 (19458 plots, 1595 
houses & 1589 apartments) in Islamabad, Peshawar and Islamabad. Whereas from 2014 to 2018 FGE 
Housing Authority planned/allotted 26795 number of units (23833 plots & 2962 apartments) to its 
registered members under Membership Drive Phase-I (Aug-2009 to Feb-2014) and Membership Drive 
Phase-II (Apr-2015 to Sep-2019) in various housing schemes in Islamabad in various ongoing schemes. 
1.1.1 Naya Pakistan Housing Program 

Naya Pakistan Housing Program is the brainchild of the Prime Minister of Pakistan. One of the key 
features for Naya Pakistan is to improve the housing situation for Pakistanis. There is a shortfall of over 10 
million houses, and every year we are adding to this backlog. This government intends to promote access to 
housing to the people of Pakistan and jumpstart the housing sector. 

The salient features of this housing program is to make housing affordable to people are the 
following 
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 Increase buying power by providing loans of longer tenure fifteen to twenty years.  
 Reduce cost by standardizing design and specifications.  
 Reduce cost by significantly cutting down the approval time.  
 Develop new communities with access to infrastructure.  
 Reduce the upfront cost of builders by providing them land in installments and minimum 

time for approvals and infrastructure before start of construction.  
 Provide project loans to builders so that they can complete housing project in the 

shortest possible time thus improving their ROI and at the same time reduce the 
investment period thus reducing the overall cost for the end consumer the main objective 
of this scheme 

1.1.2 Association of Naya Pakistan Housing Program and FGEHA  
Naya Pakistan Housing Program and FGEHA is embarking on new projects in all the major cities on 

Joint Venture basis with Private Sector and Provincial Government, in various, major cities across the 
country. 
1.2 Project Proponent and Consultant 

Proponent: 
Federal Government Employees Housing Authority 
10, Mauve Area G 10/4, Islamabad, 44000 
Consultant: 
Designmen Consulting Engineers (Pvt.) Ltd. (Design Consultant) 
First Floor, Block 9-West, Rizwan Plaza 
Jinnah Avenue, F-6, Islamabad 
Sub-Consultant: 
Nasir Absar Consulting (Pvt.) Ltd. (Environmental Consultant) 
Office 1-2, Second Floor, VIP Square Plaza, 
I-8 Markaz, Islamabad 

1.3 Project Overview 
The proposed project is the Housing Foundation Towers, a residential building project in G-13/4, 

. The project is a G+21 story high rise residential building. The proposed plot is in 
mauve area of G13/4, possession from CDA has been acquired by the FGEHA.  The brief specifications of 
the Project are as follows: 
Table 1-1: Project Specifications 
Project Name Housing Foundation Towers 
Proponent Federal Government Employees Housing Authority Plot No. Mauve Area, G-13/4, Islamabad Area 56 Kanals Coordinates: 33o o  Plot Status Residential 
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Total No. of Floors 3 Basements, Ground + 21 Floors Total Height from the Road Level -  Item Allowable Area Proposed Area Ratio 1: 8.65 2,458,330 square feet 2,453,417 square feet Footprint Ground 284,200 square feet 110,263 square feet Footprint Typical 111,742 square feet 111,199 square feet Recreation 3.33% 111,484 square feet Parking Cars 1833 1870 Parking Motorcycles 200 per floor 250 per floor Total number of Flats 1467 1467 Commercial Area Amenities 111,199 square feet Project Cost  PKR 15,020.274 Million 
1.3.1 Project Area 

The project area is regarded to the geographical location in which the activities related to the 
project phases such as construction and operation of the project are proposed to take place and in which 
the environmental impacts of the activities are potentially likely to happen. In-terms implied by context, 

 to the area in the surrounding of each proposed component. 

  

Project Area 

 Figure 1-1: Project Area location located at Islamabad 
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1.3.2 Accessibility & Landmarks 
The proposed site is in the Mauve area of sector G-13/4, Islamabad. The G-13/4 sector is on the 

North-West and the Kashmir Highway runs on the South East of the Project Site. A service Road is running 
between the project site and the Kashmir Highway. Across the road from Project Site bungalows of around 
1 kanal area. Overall G-13 is around 40-50% constructed. G-13 Markaz has all basic required services and 
shops. Other important landmarks on North-East are Grid station and another project of the Federal 
Government Employees Housing Authority is under construction. It is a mega project. On the East a private 
hospital, -sector G-
and managed by CDA, an under-construction Metro Station are present. 

The macro-environment is served by a road network comprising Kashmir Highway on the South 
East of the project site, Service Road along the project site merges with Kashmir Highway after around 1/2 
a Km on the East side of the Project just next to an under-construction Metro Station. The Service road is 
also connected to the Kashmir Highway 200-300m on the East at the conjunction of Golra More. Kashmir 
Highway starts from the M2 Islamabad Lahore Motor Way and also connects to the Islamabad Airport. The 
toll Plaza of the Motorway is around 13 Km from the Project. Kashmir Highway on the other side (East side) 
travels all the way to Murree Road which heads towards Murree Hills. Main landmarks of the Kashmir 
Highway on the East side shall include Peshawar More which is 10Km from the project site. Zero point of 
Islamabad is crossed by Kashmir Highway, which is 12Km from the project site. Serena Hotel is also very 
close to the Kashmir Highway at a distance of 14Km from project site. The main two Government hospitals, 
Federal Govt Services Hospital(G-6) and Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS)(G-8) are at a distance 

Figure 1-2: Google Map of Project Location 
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Figure 1-4: Sector road adjacent to project area 

of 17Km and 14Km respectively from project site. The iconic shopping mall, Centaurus, is around 15 Km 
from the Project site  

The proposed Project aims to improve the housing situation for Pakistanis. There is a shortfall of 
over 10 million houses, and every year we are adding to this backlog. This government intends to promote 
access to housing to the people of Pakistan and jump start the housing sector. 

1.3.3 Approvals 
 Civil Aviation Authority 

Proponent will obtain a NOC from the Civil Aviation Authority 
 Pakistan Air Force (Air Traffic Services) 

Proponent will obtain a NOC from the Air Traffic Services 
 IESCO 

Proponent will obtain a NOC from IESCO for the supply of electricity 
 Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited (SNGPL) 

Proponent will obtain a NOC from SNGPL for the supply of gas connection. 
1.4 Introduction of EIA 

In fulfilment of requirements of the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997, this EIA report 
will be submitted to the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (PEPA) for environmental approval. 
1.4.1 Objectives of the EIA 

The aim of the study is to assess the environmental, ecological, and social impacts associated with 
the construction and operation of the Housing Foundation Towers. 
The objectives of this EIA are to: 

 assess the existing physical, biological, social & cultural condition of the project area; 
 identify and evaluate impacts caused by the project activities, carried out during the 

construction and operation of the project; 

Figure 1-3: Kashmir Highway along the project area 
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 propose appropriate mitigation and monitoring measures to be applied during the design, 
construction and operation phase of the project so to minimize any potential negative 
consequences identified by the assessment 

 determine whether the activities comply with the relevant environmental regulations in 
Pakistan. 

 prepare an EIA report for submittal to Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) 
Deliverable: 

The Study will result in delivering the following document: 
 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report including the Environmental Management 

and Monitoring Plan (EMMP) 
1.4.2 Type and Category of Project 

The EIA report has been conducted, as a mandatory pre-requisite, following the requirement of 
Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997, Section-12, and The Pakistan Environmental Protection 
Agency Regulations, 2000, Section 13. This EIA report presents a screening of potential environmental 
impacts of the proposed construction and operational phase and gives the necessary mitigation measures 
to eliminate or reduce the negative effects to an acceptable level. 

According to projects categorization for environmental assessment studies, the proposed Housing 
Foundation Towers falls under the Schedule-II, Urban Development and Tourism, of Pakistan 
Environmental Protection Agency (Review of IEE and EIA) Regulations, 2000, stating; 

 in any category listed in Schedule II shall file an EIA with the 
 

1.4.3 Approach & Methodology  
The Environmental Impact Assessment was completed in four major phases, which are mentioned 

below: 
Scoping 

The main activities of this phase included: 
Project Data Compilation: A collective description of the proposed activities that are related to 

 
Published Literature Review: Secondary data of 

different factors, such as weather, soil, water resources, forest, 
wildlife, biodiversity, and demography, etc. were reviewed and 
compiled. 

Legislative Review: Secondary data on relevant 
legislation, laws, regulations, guidelines, and standards were 
reviewed and compiled. 

Identification of Potential Impacts: The data and information, which was collected in the steps 
above, were reviewed, and possible environmental issues with their impacts were identified. 

SCOPING 
PROJECT DATA COMPILATION LITERATURE REVIEW LEGISLATIVE REVIEW IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 
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Baseline Data Collection 
A detailed field visit was conducted to collect primary 

data on the different sections of the proposed site. For example, 
geological aspects of project. The secondary data was also 
collected as a baseline information in the form of literature 
review as previous studies conducted in the same region 
Impact Assessment 

The environmental, socio-economic, and project information collected was used to evaluate the 
possible environmental impacts of different project activities. The issues identified included the following 
potential project impacts on: 

 Topography, Land Resource, and Geology  
 Drinking, Groundwater and surface water quality 
 Ambient air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, 

and ambient noise levels 
 The biodiversity of the area, including flora and 

fauna. 
Wherever possible and applicable, the discussion covers the following aspects: 

 The existing baseline conditions 
 The possible changes in environmental parameters likely to be affected by project activities 
 The identification of potential environmental impacts 
 The assessment of the risk and significance of potential environmental impacts 
 The procedural mitigation and control measures to reduce environmental impacts as low as 

practicable 
 The prediction of any residual impacts, including all long-term and short-term, direct and 

indirect, and beneficial and adverse impacts 
 The monitoring of residual impacts 

Documentation 
The report describes the EIA process, and the relevant 

results are concluded concerning the guidelines set by 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  
1.4.4 Organization of Report 

The report is organized in the following manner: 
Chapter 2 (Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework) briefly discusses existing national laws, 

policy and resulting legislation for environmental protection, and then presents the legislative 
requirements while conducting an EIA. 

Chapter 3 (Project Description) describes the proposed Project. The project components and the 
activities to be carried out. 

BASELINE DATA COLLECTION 
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY,  WATER RESOURCES, AIR -QUALITY, NOISE-LEVELS, FLORA & FAUNA SOCIAL & ECONOMIC 

DOCUMENTATION 
EIA REPORT  MANAGEMENT & MITIGATION PLAN MONITORING PLAN 
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Chapter 4 
socioeconomic condition, including geomorphology and soils, water resources, and air quality flora and 
fauna, and demography 

Chapter 5 (Stakeholder Consultation) explains the process of public consultation other relevant 
government departments. 

Chapter 6 (Impacts Assessment and Mitigation) 
impacts and their respective mitigation measures to all aspects of physical, biological, and socioeconomic 
environment. 

Chapter 7 (Environmental and Social Management and Monitoring Plan) contains comprehensive 
ways regarding environmental and social impacts and their respective mitigation. This also includes 
institutional arrangements and various monitoring, control and management plans 

Section 8 (Conclusion) reviews the overall findings of the environmental impact assessments and 
concludes the project undertaking with respect to the mitigation plan.  
1.5 Key Experts 

Different professionals were involved in the preparation of EIA report, which includes, 
Environmentalist Sociologist; however, the key experts involved were as:  

 Dr. Anila Nisar Syed Environmentalist (Team Leader) 
 Shakeela Rani Environmentalist 
 Umair Ali Mirza Sociologist 
 ESPAK Environmental Monitoring Company (Registered with PAK-

 EPA) 
 


