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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Islamabad being the capital and centre of economic activates attracts traffic from all over the country. 
Over the years, Rawalpindi and Islamabad have expanded and practically merged. Volume of traffic 
commuting between Rawalpindi and Islamabad is huge and increasing day by day. The city of 
Islamabad is facing social and environmental issues and problems due to continuous influx of 
immigrants like other growing cities of Pakistan. This exponential growth is putting burden on the 
existing facilities of infrastructure. There is urgent demand for up-gradation and expansion of 
provision of additional power supply, water supply, sewerage, and better transport system with the 
increase in the capacity of roads to scoop up the upcoming requirements of transportation and 
communication. 
 
Rawal Dam Chowk is one of the busiest Interchange of Islamabad and is carrying heavy traffic load in 
terms of axel load and traffic volume. The HTV traffic was diverted on Park Road after closer of 
Expressway. The Roundabout of Rawal dam Chowk has become insufficient to regulate the traffic. No 
major repair works have ever been carried out on Murree road. The road is now in a decrepit 
condition and requires maintenance otherwise after some time it will further deteriorated for which 
complete rehabilitation will be required meaning extra amount be needed. Regular traffic congestions 
not only waste precious time and fuel of commuters but also cause air and noise pollution along with 
causing stress and anxiety leading to impatience and accidents. The traffic volume has increased 
more than the design capacity of the Roundabout of Rawal Dam Chowk, unstable flow which often is 
forced to breakdown. Therefore, addition of more lanes is required along with construction of 
interchange. 
 
The CDA Operations are governed generally by the provisions of Islamabad Capital Territory 
Municipal Bye Laws, 1968 as amended from time to time and specifically by the Islamabad 
Regulations 1979 (Upkeep of Cleanliness) as amended from time to time. Although CDA is 
responsible and authorized to work in whole ICT limits but CDA municipal operations limits are short 
of ICT limits, the remaining part is served through union councils. 
 
The Pakistan Environmental Protection Act, 1997 (PEPA) is the fundamental legislation empowering 
the government to formulate regulations for protecting the environment. It is broadly applicable to air, 
water, soil, marine and noise pollution, as well as to the handling of hazardous waste. Penalties have 
been prescribed for those contravening the provisions of the Act. A proponent of a project falling in 
any category listed in Schedule II shall file an EIA with the Federal Agency, and the provisions of 
section 12 shall apply to such project. Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Review of IEE/EIA) 
Regulations 2000 provide the necessary details on the categorization of projects for IEE (potentially 
less damaging to the environment) and EIA (potentially serious adverse effects). According to this 
categorization, the RRRP falls under the EIA category and warrants a detailed assessment of the 
environmental and social impacts. 
 
Physical environment consists of existing land form and land use of the project area, geology and 
geomorphology, soils, groundwater, surface water, meteorology and climate. The description of 
physical environmental conditions has been developed with the help of site data collection, and 
secondary sources. The baseline environmental conditions on the basis of the said data sets have 
subsequently been used to identify the potential impacts on the physical, biological and socio-
economic environment that are likely to arise from the project activities. 
 
Ambient air quality is the most significant parameter that is required to quantify the impact on the 
natural and biophysical environment. The air quality of the project area is influenced by emissions 
from mobile sources which are rapid increase in number vehicles in Islamabad and most importantly, 
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the traffic jams in particular area of project during peak hours. At each point 24 hr study of ambient air 
quality monitoring has been conducted to find out the present air quality of the project location. The 
parameters monitored are NO2, SO2, CO, PM10, PM2.5, and TPM and compared with National 
Environmental Quality Standards. 
 
Ecological baseline has been conducted based on onsite information and secondary data sources. 
The present ecological conditions on the basis of the said data sets have subsequently been used to 
identify the potential impacts on ecological environment that are likely to arise from the project 
activities. The baseline environmental conditions pertaining to socio-economic and cultural 
environment have been described using the secondary and the primary data. The secondary data 
were obtained from published sources. The information was collected with the purpose of obtaining a 
clear and complete understanding of the social conditions of project location; assess the vulnerability 
of population living nearby Park Road and other housing societies along it. 
 
While beneficial impacts are mostly social, psychological in nature, a significant environmental 
enhancement is also expected as traffic load will decrease down resulting in minimum vehicular 
emissions with a continuous flow of traffic in peak hours. It is expected that short term worsening of 
air quality will take place during construction phase due to increase in fugitive dust emissions and 
noise level from ground shaping, emissions from heavy machinery and other mobile sources. Water 
containment to control dust, changing the location and timing of construction activities and equipment 
will minimize these impacts. All borrow areas will comply with national laws particularly National 
Environmental Quality Standards. Impacts from the establishment and operation of construction 
camps like generation and disposal of solid wastes, sewage, potable water requirements, health and 
laws. 
 
Minimization of material use and waste will be promoted to decrease the volume of wastes to be 
generated during construction activities. Traffic safety to workers and pedestrians is considered 
through the preparation and strict implementation of a traffic management plan to be prepared by the 
contractor prior to construction activities in consultation with traffic management department. 
Anticipated impacts from the project comprise issues that are typical of road construction projects 
such as dust, noise, water pollution, erosion, waste and occupational health and safety issues. These 
will occur during construction and can be addressed through appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
A comprehensive Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan have been prepared supported by 
an institutional arrangement and responsibilities. It is mandatory that Environmental Monitoring Plan is 
made an integral part of the contract documents. The Environmental Management Plan includes 
measures to minimize anticipated impacts during construction and operation. Prior to construction, 
contractors will update the EMP as per the site activities, so that it becomes a site specific 
environmental management plan. The site specific environmental management plan will be based on 
a risk assessment approach to select impact and site specific appropriate mitigation measures such 
as barriers for construction and operational noise. 
 
For the implementation of Environmental Management plan at work site, the contractor will engage a 
full time Environmental Expert in order to give compliance information to Supervisory Consultant and 
proponent. The supervisory consultant and Capital Development Authority will closely monitor the 
implementation of the SSEMP. The contractor will ensure compliance to the monitoring of 
environment on daily, weekly, monthly and quarterly basis during construction and operation phase of 
project. 
 
  


